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MEDIA RELEASE:  
Wednesday, February 16, 2011 

 

Bio. Channel celebrates the 100th Anniversary of  

International Women’s Day with  

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN – SHAPING A NATION 

EXCLUSIVE FOXTEL SPECIAL 

Australian Premiere – Tuesday, March 8 at 9:30pm AEDT 

 
FOXTEL’s Bio.channel will celebrate some of Australia’s most accomplished women, past and present, 
with the insightful and heart-warming special AUSTRALIAN WOMEN – SHAPING A NATION at 9:30pm 
AEDT on March 8 - the 100th Anniversary of International Women’s Day. 
 
Hosted by one of Australia’s best known media identities, Ita Buttrose, the locally produced 
documentary will highlight some of the remarkable women that have played their unique role in the 
shaping of Australia. From the early pioneers to the social justice fighters to scientists, business 
leaders, philanthropists, artists and performers, writers, political and community leaders, 
AUSTRALIAN WOMEN is an inspiring celebration of the female spirit. 
 
The one hour television special, launched in partnership with The Westpac Group’s The Power of 100 
book, features interviews with GenerationOne’s Tania Major, pediatrician and cot death researcher, 
Susan Beal, nurse and cancer support leader, Rose Yeung, filmmaker, shark expert and marine 
conservationist, Valerie Taylor as well spotlighting the amazing work of people such as Jessie Vasey, 
Founding president of the War Widows’ Guild of Australia and author Miles Franklin. 
 
AUSTRALIAN WOMEN – SHAPING A NATION premieres on FOXTEL’s Bio. channel on March 8 at 
9:30pm AEDT. 
 

 
AMAZING WORDS FROM AMAZING AUSTRALIAN WOMEN 

“All the men in parliament cannot represent one woman as adequately as one woman can 
represent all women.” 

Melbourne suffragist and feminist – Veda Goldstein (1869-1949) 
 

“In family life, loving understanding, intelligent discipline, mutual respect and loyalty give me so 
much strength.” 

Philanthropist and arts patron – Dame Elizabeth Murdoch (Born 1909) 
 

“As a woman I think you’ve got to work harder and think harder and know it’s possible.” 
Mining Executive and Philanthropist - Gina Rinehart (Born 1954) 
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“To dream takes courage.” 
World surfing champion and creator of the Aim for the Stars Foundation – Layne Beachley (Born 

1972) 
 

“I believe that we are witnessing the third wave of the Women’s Movement: the first got us the 
vote, the second liberated us from our virtual confinement to unpaid house and caring work, and 

the third, in the wake of women gaining education, influence and wealth, will see the financial 
empowerment of women and the resulting benefit to families, the community and the country.” 

Lawyer, businesswoman and co-founder and convenor of the Australian Women Donors Network – 
Eve Mahlab (Born 1937) 

 
“I can never see why it is not considered the hallmark of success to have a brain like a woman.” 

Victoria’s first female QC – Joan Rosanove (Born 1896/Died 1974) 
 

“Surely we don’t mean liberty and democracy y for men only?” 
Female activist – Jessie Street (Born 1889/Died 1970) 

 
“Australia has offered me opportunities that would have been beyond my parents’ understanding 

when they stepped off that boat in Adelaide in 1966.” 
Australian Prime Minister – Julia Gillard (Born 1961) 

 
“In five years, I want gender not to be on the agenda.” 

Lawyer and Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner – Elizabeth Broderick (Born 1961) 
 

“It’s not in the nation’s interest to have so much talent in at least 50 per cent of the population 
under-utilised.” 

Banker and company director – Helen Lynch (Born 1943) 
 

“It’s all about your ability, not your disability” 
Olympic and Paralympic Champion – Louise Savage (Born 1973) 

 
“Our prosperity depends on women. It is time to discard the latent bias that constrains 

opportunity.” 
Corporate Leader – Anne Sherry (Born 1964) 

 
For more information contact: 
   
Lis Clough                                                                                                        
FOXTEL Publicity – Bio Channel                                              
PH 02 9813 7398  
MB 0413 388 046                                                                      
Lis.clough@foxtel.com.au  
 
About FOXTEL 
FOXTEL is Australia's leading subscription television provider and is connected to over 1.63 million homes on cable and satellite 
through retail and wholesale distribution. FOXTEL strives to ensure subscribers find TV they want to watch every time they 
switch on through delivery of more than 200 channels covering news, sport, general entertainment, movies, documentaries, 
music and children’s programming. FOXTEL is owned by Telstra Corporation Ltd (50%), The News Corporation Ltd (25%), and 
Consolidated Media Holdings Ltd (25%). 
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